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their knives to repel the evil spirits, which otherwise would
attack the newly wedded pair. A curious feature of the
marriage ceremony is that the priestess mingles the blood
of bride and bridegroom, which she has drawn from cuts
in their legs. This may be regarded as a form of blood-
covenant.
Among the Taiyal, religion consists almost entirely in a
reverence for ancestral spirits. These spirits are fed twice
a year at the great festivals of seedtime and harvest, both of
which are timed so as to coincide with the night of the full
moon. Balls of boiled millet are hung from the branches of
trees in or near the village, and the spirits descend from the
high mountains, where they usually reside, to partake of
this food by night. To light them on the way a new fire is
ceremonially kindled by the friction of two pieces of bamboo.
It is the priestess who kindles the new fire, and she does so
by the method known as the " stick and groove ", drawing
a sort of bamboo saw rapidly to and fro in a shallow groove
cut in another piece of bamboo. This custom of kindling a
new fire at seedtime and harvest is practised also by the
Bunun, another tribe of these aborigines ; but among them
the fire is kindled, not by a priestess, but by a chief, and the
method he employs is the commoner process of the " fire-
drill n, which consists in twirling the point of a piece of hard
wood in a hole made in a piece of soft wood till the powder
produced by the friction bursts into a glow. From the
flame thus kindled all the fires in the village are relit. It is
interesting to meet with the two distinct methods of kindling
fire practised by two tribes of the same people.
Among the Taiyal the dead are left in the houses where
they die ; a little food, wine, and tobacco, together with
some of the weapons or tools which belonged to them in
life, are deposited beside the corpses, and the houses are
abandoned, after the roof has been broken in. As Taiyal
houses are built only of bamboo and grass, the erection of a
new house for the family of the deceased is not a serious
matter, and is often accomplished in a single day. On the
other hand, among the Paiwan and the eastern Bunun,
whose houses are substantially built of slate, the dead are
buried in a crouching posture under the hearthstone of the
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